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ABSTRACT 
 
 
 Bull trout Salvelinus confluentus stocked into Revett and Upper Glidden lakes grew a minimum 
of 136 mm since August 1993. Brook trout S. fontinalis condition factors have improved since the 
introduction of bull trout. In Revett Lake, the condition factor increased from 0.45 to 0.88. In Glidden 
Lake, the condition factor for brook trout less than 180 mm decreased from 0.98 to 0.88. However, the 
condition factor for brook trout greater than 180 mm increased from 0.74 to 0.88. 
 
 Hatchery stocking evaluations were made on Hunt Lake and Parker Lake. Three age classes of 
cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki, age 2+ to 4+, were sampled in Hunt Lake. The average condition 
factor for cutthroat trout in Hunt Lake was 0.82 with a size range of 162 mm to 250 mm. Arctic grayling 
Thymallus arcticus sampled in Parker Lake ranged in length from 160 mm to 220 mm and had an average 
condition factor of 0.85. 
 
 Swede Lake was surveyed to determine its suitability for fish stocking. Anglers fishing mountain 
lakes reported information from four mountain lakes in the Panhandle Region in 1995; Standard, 
Harrison, Mollies, and Snow lakes. Standard Lake yielded one westslope cutthroat trout O. clarki lewisi 
in 1 h of angler effort. Catch rates were 3.3 cutthroat/h in Harrison Lake, 4 cutthroat/h in Mollies Lake, 
and 3.8 cutthroat/h in Snow Lake. 
 
 
Authors 
 
Lance Nelson 
Regional Fishery Biologist 
 
Jim Davis 
Regional Fishery Biologist 
 
Ned Horner 
Regional Fishery Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
95DJRPT      1















































 

1995 ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 

State of: Idaho Program: Fisheries Management F-71-R-20 

Project I: Surveys and Inventories Subproject I-A: I-A Panhandle Region 
 
Job: b Title: Lowland Lake Investigations 
Contract Period: July 1, 1995 to June 30, 1996  

 

ABSTRACT 

 

 
 A creel survey was conducted on Hayden Lake during July 1, 1994 through June 30, 1995. 
Anglers fished for an estimated 85,595 hours. Anglers caught an estimated 52,289 fish for a catch rate 
of 0.61 fish/h. No fin-clipped cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki and very few fin-clipped rainbow trout 
O. mykiss were observed in the creel. It was unclear what was causing the poor return rate for hatchery- 
reared trout. Possible causes included loss of fish through the outlet, predation, trout strain stocked, and 
rearing facilities. 
 
 Survey questionnaires were mailed to Hayden Lake property owners and handed out to anglers 
fishing Hayden Lake. Anglers and lake front property owners supported the quality fishery management 
program on Hayden Lake. 
 

A creel survey was begun on Coeur d'Alene Lake on July 1, 1995 and will be completed June 
30, 1996. During the first six months, anglers fished for an estimated 161,725 hours. They caught an 
estimated 54,941 fish for a catch rate of 0.34 fish/h. Kokanee salmon O. nerka kennerlyi provided the 
most fish caught. Most of the fishing effort was for chinook salmon O. tshawytscha. 
 

The estimated population of all age classes of kokanee in Coeur d'Alene Lake was 8.37 million 
in 1995 based on midwater trawling. Age 2 and age 3 kokanee were very strong year classes. Mean 
length of kokanee spawners was 248 mm and 228 mm for male and female kokanee, respectively. 
 

The number of chinook salmon redds counted in the Coeur d'Alene and St. Joe rivers in 1995 
totaled 65. The number of chinook salmon fingerlings stocked into Coeur d'Alene Lake in 1995 totaled 
30,200. 
 

The estimated population of all age classes of kokanee in Pend Oreille Lake was 9.99 million fish 
in 1995 based on midwater trawling estimates. Simrad hydroacoustic estimates for all age classes of 
kokanee in Pend Oreille Lake in 1995 was 12.77 million fish. 
 

The estimated population of all age classes of kokanee in Spirit Lake was 281,000 fish in 1995 
based on midwater trawling estimates. 
 

Simrad hydroacoustic surveys were conducted on Priest and Upper Priest lakes in 1995 in an 
attempt to make a population estimate for lake trout. The estimated number of lake trout (sonar targets 
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identified as fish 330 mm and greater in length) in Priest Lake was 24,732. Limited data precluded the 
estimate of fish abundance in Upper Priest Lake. 

 
In 1995, 245 lake trout S. namaycush from Priest Lake were tagged with reward and non-reward 

floy tags. Three tags were returned in 1995. One of these tags was from a fish floy-tagged in 1995, the 
other two tags were from fish floy-tagged in 1988 and 1990. 
  

The largemouth bass Micropterus salmoides populations in Swan, Black, and Rose lakes appear 
to be balanced with Proportional Stock Density (PSD) values of 16, 66, and 24, respectively. The early 
July sampling may have biased these estimates. Bluegill Lepomis macrochirus in Rose Lake appear to 
be reproducing. The mean back-calculated lengths for bluegill appeared to be in the lower range, but are 
comparable to Montana, South Dakota, and Oregon. 
 

A bluegill introduction to Kelso Lake in 1984 (400 fish) has established a self-reproducing 
population and expanded their range into Little Round Lake as well. PSD's for bluegill in Kelso and 
Little Round lakes were 26 and 59, respectively. 
 

Tiger muskie Esox lucius x E. masquinongy introductions into Freeman Lake (1989-1991, and 
1993) have yielded numerous reported angler catches. In 1995, gill net sampling of Freeman Lake 
captured one tiger muskie from the 1993 stocking that measured 510 mm. 
 

Impromptu creel census data was collected on Panhandle Region waters by conservation officers. 
Officers interviewed a total of 4,583 anglers who spent 13,795 hours fishing on 51 lowland lakes in the 
region. 
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1995 ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 

State of: Idaho Program: Fisheries Management F-71-R-20 

Project I: Surveys and Inventories Subproject I-A: Panhandle Region 

Job: c Title: Rivers and Streams Investigations 

Contract Period: July 1, 1995 to June 30, 1996 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
 

Westslope cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki lewisi densities estimated from snorkeling transects 
in the catch-and-release sections of the North Fork Coeur d'Alene, Little North Fork Coeur d'Alene, and 
St. Joe rivers were 80, 5, and 277 trout/ha, respectively. In the catch-and-keep sections of the same 
streams, densities were 50, 5, and 35 trout/ha, respectively. 
 

The number of trout estimated by electrofishing the St. Joe River catch-and-release transect was 
318 trout/ha or 780 trout/km (1,249 trout/mile). 
 

In the Pend Oreille drainage, 320 bull trout redds Salvelinus confluentus were counted in 1995. 
Twelve bull trout redds were counted in the Upper Priest Lake drainage in 1995. Seventy-three bull trout 
redds were counted in the upper St. Joe River drainage in 1995. 
 

The number of kokanee O. nerka kennerlyi spawners counted in Smith, Boundary, Long Canyon, 
and Parker creeks in 1995 was 0, 1, 10, and 1, respectively. 
 

Impromptu field checks of the effort and harvest of 384 anglers by conservation officers on streams 
in the Panhandle Region are summarized. 
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State of: Idaho Program: Fisheries Management F-71-R-20 
 
Project II: Technical Guidance Subproject II-A: Panhandle Region 
 
Contract Period: July 1, 1995 to June 30, 1996 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
 

Panhandle Region fisheries management personnel provided private individuals, organizations, 
public schools, and state and federal agencies with technical review and advice on various projects and 
activities that affect the fishery resources in northern Idaho. Technical guidance also included numerous 
angler informational meetings, presentations, and letters, development of the Panhandle Region portion 
of the 1-800-ASK-FISH program, and fishing clinics. 
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ABSTRACT 

 
 

Filter fabric weed mats were laid down next to the fishing dock at McArthur Reservoir in 1995 
to create weed free fishing areas for bank anglers. 
 

Additional rocks were placed in the rock check dam on Yellowbanks Creek, a tributary to Hayden 
Lake, in April of 1996 to enhance passage for westslope cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki lewisi. 
 

Permit applications, site survey, and planning were completed on the Sullivan Springs kokanee 
O. nerka kennerlyi/bull trout Salvelinus confluentus spawning channel in 1995 and 1996. 
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ABSTRACT 

 
 

No lakes in the Panhandle Region were restored with rotenone during this contract period. 
 
Panhandle Region lowland lakes and rivers were stocked with 184,136 put-and-take rainbow trout 

Oncorhynchus mykiss. Put-grow-and-take stocking included 194,805 domestic Kamloops rainbow trout 
and 226,785 cutthroat trout O. clarki. Net pen releases of age 1 westslope cutthroat trout O. clarki lewisi 
in Pend Oreille Lake in 1995 totaled 61,588 fish. Other trout species stocked included 30,039 brook 
trout Salvelinus fontinalis and 5,360 brown trout Salmo trutta fingerlings. Five lowland lakes were 
stocked with 183,898 kokanee O. nerka kennerlyi fry and Pend Oreille Lake was stocked with over 14 
million kokanee fry in 1995. Coeur d'Alene Lake received 30,198 fall chinook O. tshawytscha 
fingerlings. Channel catfish Ictalurus punctatus and tiger muskies Esox lucius x E. masquinongy were 
not available for stocking in 1995. 
 

Hatchery personnel and volunteers stocked 31 mountain lakes in the Panhandle Region in 1995. 
Species stocked included westslope cutthroat trout, domestic Kamloops and Hayspur stock rainbow trout, 
brook trout, and Arctic grayling Thymallus arcticus. No golden trout O. aguabonita were stocked in 
1995 in the Panhandle Region. 
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